
Name the IV, DV, control group, and experimental group in the scenario. 
 

A.  A researcher is interested in how the activity level of four-year-olds is affected by viewing a 

30-minute video of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or a 30-minute video of Barney. 

 

IV _______________________________  

DV _______________________________ 

 

Experimental Group(s)____________________________________________________ 

 

Control Group _________________________________________________________  

 

 

B.  A therapist wants to test a new drug designed to increase the ability of teenagers with ADHD 

to take accurate notes in class. 

 

IV _______________________________  

DV _______________________________ 

 

Experimental Group(s)____________________________________________________ 

 

Control Group _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

C.  A biopsychologist wants to know whether exposure to testosterone in adult female rats 

increases their aggressive behavior. 

 

IV _______________________________ 

DV _______________________________ 

 

Experimental Group(s)____________________________________________________ 

 

Control Group _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

D.  An industrial psychologist believes that cooling the room temperature may have an impact on 

productivity of workers on the assembly line. 

 

IV _______________________________  

DV _______________________________ 

 

Experimental Group(s)____________________________________________________ 

 

Control Group _______________________________ 

 

 



Decide whether the study is correlational or experimental.  If the study is correlational, briefly 

describe how the variables are related.  If the study is experimental, briefly describe how 

Variable A is causing Variable B. 

 

1. A Dartmouth study found that overweight young women (age 23) earned 6.4% less than 

their non-overweight peers. Additionally, the study found that young men's earnings rose 2% 

for each 4-inch increase in height. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. An Australian study reported that MSG does not cause people to be sick, as previously 

reported. The researcher told subjects that he was studying ingredients in a new soft drink 

and fed them either MSG or a placebo in the drink. The same number and type of symptoms 

were reported in both the MSG and the placebo groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Polls show that rises in yearly rum consumption occur along with rises in marriage rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Researchers asked participants questions regarding their willingness to help a parent in 

various situations.  The same questions were asked of everyone, but participants were told to 

answer the questions about either a biological parent or a step-parent.  Participants reported 

being more willing to help biological parents in all situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to Handout : Labeling Variables and Groups 
 

A.   A researcher is interested in how the activity level of 3-year-olds is affected by viewing a 30     

minute video of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or a 30-minute video of Barney. 
 

 IV=content of video watched--Barney or Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

 DV=Activity level of children 

 Experimental group=Kids watching Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 

 Control group=Kids watching Barney 

 

B.  A therapist wants to test a new drug designed to increase the ability of teenagers with ADHD to take 

accurate notes in class. 
 

 IV=Type of drug given—new drug or placebo 

 DV=Accuracy of notes taken in class 

 Experimental group=given drug 

 Control Group=Placebo 

 

C.  A biopsychologist wants to know whether exposure to testosterone in adult female rats increases their 

aggressive behavior. 
 

 IV=Type of drug given--Testosterone or placebo 

 DV=Aggressive behavior 

 Experimental group=Testosterone 

 Control group=Placebo 
 

D.  An industrial psychologist believes that cooling the room temperature may have an impact on 

productivity of workers on the assembly line. 

 IV=Temperature of the room--normal or cooler 

 DV=Productivity 

 Experimental group=Cooler room 

      Control group=Normal temperature room 

 

 

1. Correlational study.  For women, as weight increases, earnings decrease (negative 

correlation).  For men, as height increases, earnings increase (positive correlation). 

2. Experimental study.  MSG does not cause getting sick. 

3. Correlational study.  Increase in rum consumption is associated with an increase in 

marriage. The variables could be causing each other (e.g., people are getting drunk and then 

getting marrried, or people are drinking more because they are married) or a 3
rd

 variable 

could be involved such as people with more money buy more rum and are more likely to get 

married. 

4. Experimental study.  When the relationship between the child and parent is more 

biological, the child is more willing to help. 


