
Schizophrenia: Positive vs. Negative Symptoms 

Directions: Choose the letter that best matches the symptom, then check the box ⌧ for positive or negative symptom. 

 Letter Pos Neg  

1.  � � Zelda believes that she can control the weather with her mind. 

2.  � � Jerry has been sitting by the window staring at nothing for 2 days and doesn’t respond to anyone. 

3.  
� � 

Kira responds to a question about the location of the zoo with, “Zebras are housed in the zoo.  A zebra is 

black and white.  Michael Jackson did a video called Black or White.” 

4.  � � Carl doesn’t feel anything after hearing that his best childhood friend has been in an accident.  

5.  � � Gavin believes that there is poison in everything, even when he cooks it himself he can’t trust it. 

6.  
� � 

Wendell won’t go to church anymore because every time he does, loud voices announce all of the bad 

things he has ever done or thought to everyone. 

7.  � � Hearing the phrase “I lost my hat” prompts Rick to say, “Hat, bat, mat, cat, fat, that.” 

8.  
� � 

Misty can’t concentrate on planning her grocery list or bills anymore and says that it feels like someone is 

stealing her thoughts before she can think them. 

9.  
� � 

Tanya believes that the weatherman on TV is talking directly to her, and she always obeys his suggestions 

when he says she should “Put on extra sunscreen” or “Take an umbrella.” 

10.  

� � 

Jimenez notices that everywhere he goes there are newspapers and magazines left out (the metro, the 

coffee shop, etc.). He begins to suspect that a government group is plotting against him and they use the 

newspapers to communicate with each other. 

11.  
� � 

Windy’s brother doesn’t seem interested in talking to his nephews anymore or coming to family activities 

even though he has enjoyed them for years. 
 

A.  delusions of persecution E.  loss of normal thought I.  paranoia/paranoid delusion 

B.  catatonia F.  loose associations J.  delusions of reference 

C.  clang associations G.  social withdrawal K. hallucinations 

D.  delusions of grandeur H.  inappropriate emotions/affect  

 

ANSWERS 

Schizophrenia: Positive vs. Negative Symptoms 

Directions: Choose the letter that best matches the symptom, then check the box ⌧ for positive or negative symptom. 

 Letter Pos Neg  

1. D � � Zelda believes that she can control the weather with her mind. 

2. B � � Jerry has been sitting by the window staring at nothing for 2 days and doesn’t respond to anyone. 

3. F 
� � 

Kira responds to a question about the location of the zoo with, “Zebras are housed in the zoo.  A zebra is 

black and white.  Michael Jackson did a video called Black or White.” 

4. H � � Carl doesn’t feel anything after hearing that his best childhood friend has been in an accident.  

5. I � � Gavin believes that there is poison in everything, even when he cooks it himself he can’t trust it. 

6. K 
� � 

Wendell won’t go to church anymore because every time he does, loud voices announce all of the bad 

things he has ever done or thought to everyone. 

7. C � � Hearing the phrase “I lost my hat” prompts Rick to say, “Hat, bat, mat, cat, fat, that.” 

8. E 
� � 

Misty can’t concentrate on planning her grocery list or bills anymore and says that it feels like someone is 

stealing her thoughts before she can think them. 

9. J 
� � 

Tanya believes that the weatherman on TV is talking directly to her, and she always obeys his suggestions 

when he says she should “Put on extra sunscreen” or “Take an umbrella.” 

10. A 

� � 

Jimenez notices that everywhere he goes there are newspapers and magazines left out (the metro, the 

coffee shop, etc.). He begins to suspect that a government group is plotting against him and they use the 

newspapers to communicate with each other. 

11. G 
� � 

Windy’s brother doesn’t seem interested in talking to his nephews anymore or coming to family activities 

even though he has enjoyed them for years. 
 

A.  delusions of persecution E.  loss of normal thought I.  paranoia/paranoid delusion 

B.  catatonia F.  flight of ideas J.  delusions of reference 

C.  clang associations G.  social withdrawal K. hallucinations 

D.  delusions of grandeur H.  inappropriate emotions/affect  

 


