
PSY132 Topic 1: Intro Cultural Psychology 

 

Discussion Questions #1 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions 

2) an original discussion question related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Why do urban myths (stories that are told as true but not based on fact) get passed on so frequently? Why 

don’t people investigate whether it is true before they pass it on? 

 

2. How accurate is our theory of mind? How much can we ever know about what another person is thinking? 

Can someone describe something in enough detail that we can have the exact same thoughts or will 

something be lost? 

 

3. Does participating in social groups that don’t meet in person (e.g., online multi-player video games, 

Facebook, blog forums, etc.) meet the same or different needs as an in person social group (e.g., bowling 

league, club)? If the trend of less in person participation continues, will future generations have very 

different life experiences than we do? 

 

4. How common is pluralistic ignorance? How good are we at understanding others’ motives for their 

behavior? 



PSY132 Topic 1: Intro Cultural Psychology 

 

Learning Objectives 
1. Define and describe culture 

2. What are the benefits of adding a dimension of culture to studies in psychology? 

3. What are the different perspectives in Cultural Psychology and what are their arguments? 

4. Define and contrast culture, race, and ethnicity 

5. Describe how cultural learning occurs 

6. Describe how humans differ from other species in their creation and sustaining of culture 

7. Describe the influences on the development and spread of culture 

8. Describe the influences on the maintenance of culture 

9. Describe the influences on cultural change 

 

Optional – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading. They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions  
 

Chapter 1 Culture and Human Nature 
1. What is the argument for studying culture when we study psychology? 

2. How do we make claims about cultures as a whole if people within a culture are different from each 

other? 

3. How is human cultural transmission different from animal cultural transmission? 

4. How do we “learn” culture?  

5. Why can humans “learn” culture? 

6. What are the arguments for and against trying to apply universals to humans? 

7. How do the Sambia views for homosexuality and heterosexuality differ from American views and what 

can this tell us about psychologies across cultures? 

8. What is the difference in taking an absolutist or relativistic approach when viewing this cultural norm? 

9. What kinds of universals are studied? 

10. What is the history and current state of the field of Cultural Psychology? 

11. According to the author of this book, when does he feel individuals really come to understand their own 

culture? 

 

Chapter 2 Cultural Evolution 
1. What are six areas that cultures clearly vary in? 

2. How does the physical environment directly affect lifestyle? (e.g.,  Hawaiians and Kalahari) 

3. What are three indirect ways that ecological differences can affect culture? 

4. How does culture influence the development of strength and toughness of males (masculinity)? 

5. What are proximal causes? 

6. What are distal causes? 

7. How can we explain evoked culture? 

8. What is transmitted culture? (What is a personal example?) 

9. How are cultural ideas spread and when will they be? 

10. When does biological evolution occur? 

11. What is natural selection and what three conditions must be present for natural selection to occur? 

12. What are four particular circumstances that motivate negative stereotypes? 

13. What are 6 methods that allow cultures to communicate with each other? 

14. What are the characteristics of an individualistic culture and common practices of it? 

15. What are the characteristics of a collectivistic culture and common practices of it? 

16. How does cultural perseverance affect ideas communicated between cultures? 

17. How does pluralistic ignorance effect thoughts and behaviors? 


