
PSY132 Topic 4: Methods 

 

Discussion Questions #4 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 

2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What kind of knowledge would be most helpful in “unpacking” a study? 

2. Using multiple methods to study one topic may be best, but it is time-consuming and costly. If you had to 

choose one method of studying a topic, which would produce the most convincing conclusions? (It would 

probably be helpful to choose a topic and make an argument from there.) 

3. Psychologists have to analyze every study that they read to understand how it fits into the body of 

psychological knowledge as a whole, if the methods and measures were valid, and whether there are other 

interpretations to the data than the ones presented by the researchers. Have you seen any cross-cultural 

findings that might be explained in ways not considered by the researcher(s)? 

4. How would culture-level measures hold up over time? In what ways and how often would you need to 

revise them? 

5. Are there any drawbacks to using cultural priming in a study to find cultural differences? 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
1. Describe the methods used to study psychology across cultures 

2. Understand the challenges to obtaining valid results and useful interpretations including response biases 

3. Identify cultural influences on research methods, including the influential biases researchers and 

research participants bring to the research process 

4. Demonstrate applied knowledge of external validity, situation sampling, cultural priming, culture-level 

measures, and unpacking 

 

Optional – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading. They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions  
 

Ch. 3: Methods for Studying Culture & Psychology 
1. Which cultures should we choose to study? When are cultural comparisons useful? 

2. What are the difficulties in trying to use the same method to study something in different cultures? 

3. What kinds of response bias make it difficult to compare survey results across cultures? How do you 

avoid those response biases? 

4. What is the purpose of using multiple methods to study the same question? 

5. What is situation sampling? What can it tell us about different cultures? 

6. How is cultural priming used when studying cultural differences? 

7. What are culture-level measures? 

8. What is unpacking and why is it necessary? 


