
PSY132 Topic 5: Cognition & Perception 

 

Discussion Questions #5: Ch. 9 Cognition & Perception 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 

2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What kinds of individual differences or situations might influence whether an individual uses analytic or 

holistic thinking? 

2. With so much going on all of the time, how do we as humans decide what to pay attention to? How would 

culture influence that decision? 

3. Westerners are often found to make the fundamental attribution error when judging others. Is that to be  

expected in every circumstance (when would you expect the opposite of this effect)? 

4. How do Americans feel about contradictory statements? Does it effect the way we are taught to write, argue, 

or reason? 

5. Aside from individualist vs. collectivistic aspects of a culture, what else might make an individual more or 

less likely to express their thoughts explicitly (high context) versus vaguely (low context)? 

6. The chapter gives lots of examples of how the language that we speak might influence our thoughts. How 

would the thoughts of someone who is bi-lingual be affected by language? (Speculate about something 

specific.) 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
1. Describe cross-cultural research on basic psychological processes, including perception, thinking, 

attention, reasoning, and intelligence. 

 

Optional – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading (you will want to be able to recall this information for exams). They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions  
 

Ch. 9: Cognition & Perception 
1. What is the difference between analytic and holistic thinking? What are some possible influences that 

developed these ways of thinking? 

2. What is the difference in the focus of attention for analytic vs. holistic thinkers? 

3. How do people make attributions about others’ behaviors & how does culture influence the attributions? 

4. How does culture influence the tolerance of contradiction? 

5. What is the difference in communication between low and high context societies? 

6. In what ways does language effect our thinking? 


