
PSY132 Topic 7: Language and Communication 

 

Discussion Questions #7: “The Naked Face” by Malcolm Gladwell 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 

2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What kind of communication is least likely to be purposely managed or faked? 

2. Should detectives be trained to read microexpressions during criminal investigations? Should other 

professionals be trained? 

3. What kind of cultural differences might be expected in the ability to detect microexpressions? 

4. What are the benefits and drawbacks to seeing someone’s “true” expressions even when they are trying to 

hide them? 

5. The reading discusses certain groups of people whose experiences make them better able to understand the 

meanings communicated by facial expression – other than a situation of brain damage or abuse, what other 

types of experiences could lead to that outcome? 

 

 

Learning Objectives 
1. Discuss cultural influences on the process of communication (facial, body, etc.) and language. 

2. Understand the influence of language on thought. 

3. Describe cross-cultural research on body language, emotional communication, innuendo, and lying. 

 

Optional – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading (you will want to be able to recall this information for exams). They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions  
 

“The Naked Face” by Malcolm Gladwell 
1. How do facial muscles relate to emotional expression or communication? 

2. How has reading and understanding facial expressions in detail been put to use? 

3. Which of our emotional expressions are voluntary and involuntary?   

4. What effect does voluntarily making expressions of emotion have on the nervous system? 

5. How does practice affect the ability to read microexpressions? 

6. How do other types of communication (vocal, gesture) effect our interpretation of facial expressions? 


