
PSY132 Topic 8: Development  

Due 3/23/12 

 

Discussion Questions #8: Ch. 4 Development and Socialization 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 

2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. If there is a “sensitive period” for learning culture, which kinds of American practices might you expect to 

be hardest to understand or adopt for those moving here after age 15? 

2. What kind of cultural values are reflected in communication styles between parents and children? 

3. Does a child’s attachment style as an infant matter for later years in their life? Would the consequence be 

the same in other cultures? 

4. What aspects of a culture would influence whether or not there were expectations that adolescence is a 

period of strong emotions, violence, and rebellion? 

5. In what ways are cultural values taught in the public school system? 

 

Learning Objectives 
1. Understand the process of enculturation. 

2. Describe cultural differences and similarities in socioemotional development. 

3. Describe cultural differences in parenting strategies and goals. 

4. Understand the cultural variability of transition periods (two, adolescence, aging). 

 

Recommended – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading (you will want to be able to recall this information for exams). They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions  
 

Ch. 4 Development and Socialization 
1. What are the consequences of not being exposed to a language during the sensitive period? 

2. What are the consequences of being exposed to a new culture after puberty (past the sensitive period)? 

3. What kind of cultural differences do we see get greater with age (suggesting that they are culturally 

learned)? 

4. What kind of values are reflected in choices about sleeping arrangements? 

5. How are parenting styles of communication and interaction influenced by culture? 

6. What is attachment? 

7. What kinds of behaviors are common with the different attachment styles? 

8. How do different cultures value attachment styles? 

9. What differences are seen in the behaviors of two-year-olds across cultures? 

10. How is adolescence viewed cross-culturally? 

11. How is education a part of the enculturation process? 


