
PSY132 Topic 9: Social Behavior 

Due 3/26/12 

 

Discussion Questions #9: Ch. 11 Interpersonal Attraction, Close Relationships, and Groups 
 

Write down:  

1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 

2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  

3) an “interview question” relevant to the material that would be appropriate to ask someone of another culture 

to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to you 

during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. 

 

Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard and bring a copy to class. 

 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What factors have influenced your friendships (making and sustaining them)? 

2. What are the benefits and drawbacks of arranged marriages vs. choice of marriage partner? 

3. What kinds of groups are common in the United States? Which ones are more likely to lead to in-group 

favoritism that also creates friction with out-groups? 

4. How common are each of the four kinds of relationships across cultures? Which specific relationships 

would fall into each type? 

5. What influences our tendency for social loafing vs. social striving? 

 

 

Recommended – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 

reading (you will want to be able to recall this information for exams). They do not need to be turned in.  

 

Reading Questions Ch. 11 Interpersonal Attraction, Close Relationships, and Groups 
1. What are the biological aspects of attractiveness and what is influenced by culture? 

2. Why are people more likely to form relationships with people they see more often? 

3. What variables are involved in being attracted to similar others? 

4. How are obligations of friendship different across cultures? 

5. In what ways do cultures vary on their view of choice in maintaining relationships? 

6. What are the different views about the place of love in a marriage? How does culture influence them? 

7. What are in-groups and out-groups and who is in them? 

8. How does group membership affect our judgments of others? 

9. What are the entity model of in-group identity and the network model of in-group identity? 

10. What are the four kinds of relationships? 

11. How does culture affect social striving and social loafing? 

12. How does culture affect cooperation? 


