
PSY132 Topic 13: Morality, Religion, and Justice 
Due 4/25/12 

 
Discussion Questions #13: Ch. 7 Morality, Religion, and Justice 
 
Write down:  
1) your thoughts and answers to 2 discussion questions (opinion supported by facts & reason) 
2) an original discussion question (you write it) related to the topic that you could discuss with the class, and  
3) an “interview question” relevant to the material topic that would be appropriate to ask someone of another 
culture to gain more insight into or information about the topic –OR– an unresolved question that occurred to 
you during the reading that you would like to know the answer to. Submit the typed assignment on Blackboard. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Describe any parts of this topic that initially led you to evaluate others’ perspectives with a feeling of 

ethnocentrism. 
2. To what extent do you see Americans concerned with the ethics of autonomy, community, and divinity? 
3. How do emotions affect our perceptions of ethical violations?  How does that affect the justice system? 
4. Other than in the workplace, where do you see different principles operating of how to distribute resources? 
 
 
Recommended – you may use these questions to guide you and focus your attention on important topics during 
reading (you will want to be able to recall this information for exams). They do not need to be turned in.  
 
Reading Questions Ch. 7 Morality, Religion, and Justice 

1. In Kohlberg's Theory of Moral Development, how does thinking about right and wrong change with 
cognitive development? What does each stage look like? 

2. In what ways is Kohlberg's model applicable across cultures? How is it limited in cross-cultural 
applicability? 

3. What behaviors are seen as immoral according to each of the laws of autonomy, community, and 
divinity? 

4. What is the difference in beliefs about the morality of group behavior if you treat groups as 
gemeinschaft vs. gesellschaft? 

5. What is a moral obligation? 
6. What are the views about treating interpersonal obligations as moral obligations? 
7. What are the orthodox and progressive views of divinity? 
8. What are the different emotions that lead us to expect that a moral rule has been broken? 
9. What are the different principles that guide beliefs about distribution of resources? What are the cultural 

differences in using the different principles to guide distribution? 


